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Egress Window Requirements/Clarifications 

Buildings constructed after 1976 must have 

-5.7 sq. ft. minimum of net clear opening with a minimum of 20” in width and 24” in height
-All replacement windows must meet 5.7 sq. ft. of net clear opening
-Net clear opening is the actual unobstructed space available through a window or door for
emergency escape and rescue measured when the window is in its natural open position.

Buildings constructed prior to 1976 

-3.3 sq. ft. minimum of net clear opening with an overall sash size of 5.0 sq. ft. or larger
-Must be a minimum of 20” in width and 24” in height

All buildings 

-The bottom of the opening shall not be more than 44 inches from the floor
-The window shall be within 20 feet of the ground
-Windows with a sill height below grade shall have a window well

R312.2.1 Window opening height 

In dwelling units, where the bottom of the clear opening of an operable window opening is located 
less than 24 inches above the finished floor and greater than 72 inches above the finished grade or 
other surface below on the exterior of the building, the operable window shall comply with one of the 
following: 

1. 1.Operable window openings will not allow a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere to pass
through where the openings are in their largest open position.

2. 2.Operable windows are provided with window opening control devices or fall prevention
devices that comply with ASTM F2090

Common areas for tempered glass 

-Within 60 inches of a shower
-Near doors and staircases
-Windows with sills below 18 inches

https://codes.iccsafe.org/s/IRC2021P3/chapter-3-building-planning/IRC2021P3-Pt03-Ch03-SecR312.2#IRC2021P3_Pt09_Ch44_PromASTM_RefStdF2090_17
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